
Post-doctoral researcher on links between the microbiome and 

population health 

Supervisors: Eric Massé (Biochemistry), Alan A. Cohen (Family Medicine) and Alain Vanasse 

(Family Medicine)  

We are looking to recruit a post-doctoral researcher with particular strength in quantitative 

analysis to conduct a research project examining links between the composition of the gut 

microbiome and colon cancer. We have unique access to clinical stool samples for a 

representative sample of the local population taken in the context of a provincial program for 

cancer screening. These samples will be analyzed using 16S rRNA MiSeq sequencing to 

generate a portrait of gut microbial communities. We also have the ability to link these 

samples to clinical and health administrative data, giving us a unique opportunity to 

understand both the biology and population health implications of microbiome composition. 

The post-doc will be responsible for data treatment and analysis at stages subsequent to 

identification of species, including characterization and dimension reduction for microbiome 

community composition and links with clinical data.  

A Ph.D is required in bioinformatics, biostatistics, or a potentially related field such as ecology. 

(We will consider candidates from many fields as long as the quantitative aspect is strong and 

there is some relevant subject expertise.) We would be particularly interested in candidates 

who might find novel ways to characterize microbiome community structure, opening the door 

wide to quantitative community ecologists who might want to branch out. Previous experience 

with the microbiome would also be a distinct advantage. A competitive salary and working 

conditions will be offered. Sherbrooke is a university town nestled in the beautiful Eastern 

Townships of the Province of Quebec, close to the US border and just a short drive away from 

Montreal and Quebec City. The University of Sherbrooke provides an exceptional quality of 

work and life environment: cost of living is low, with excellent access to outdoor activities.  

The institution is French-speaking, and while knowledge of French is not a prerequisite, a 

good-faith effort to learn the language would be expected.  

Applicants should forward their complete curriculum vitae, a brief (1 page) description of their 

research interests and academic goals, as well as the names of three references by 

December 1, 2015 by email to: Alan A. Cohen Centre de recherche sur le vieillissement 

Dept. de médecine de famille Groupe de recherche PRIMUS Université de Sherbrooke 

Sherbrooke, QC Canada  

Alan.Cohen@USherbooke.ca (819) 819-8000 x72590  


