Abstract Title
Designing a coyote experimental education program using local public engagement research

Authors:

Sponarski], C., T.A. Loeffler?, J.J. Vaske®, A.J. Bath!”

' Department of Geography, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John’s, NL A1B 3X9, Canada email:
csponarski@gmail.com and abath@mun.ca*

% School of Human Kinetics and Recreation, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John’s, NL A1C 5S7,
Canada email: taloeffler@mun.ca

* Human Dimensions of Natural Resources, Colorado State University, 1480 Campus Delivery, Fort Collins, CO
80523-1480, USA email: Jerry.Vaske@colostate.edu

Keywords:
Attitudes, control, Coyote, Canis latrans, fear, experiential education, likelihood, outreach

Abstract:

Wildlife education programs promote safety when encountering animals. An experiential
education program was designed to target risk perceptions and preventative measures that would
enable people to feel more comfortable in situations where coyotes are present. The research was
conducted near Cape Breton Highlands National Park of Canada (CBHNPC), where a coyote
caused a human fatality in 2009. Based on previous research, we explored the effects of an
experience-based coyote education program on people’s (a) attitudes toward (3 items, Cronbach
alpha = 0.90 pre-test and 0.94 post-test), (b) fear of (3 items, Cronbach alpha = 0.90 pre-test and
0.84 post-test), (c) likelihood of (7 items, Cronbach alpha = 0.90 pre-test and 0.89 post-test), and
(d) control over (7 items, Cronbach alpha = 0.91 pre-test and 0.91 post-test) coming into contact
with coyotes. A pre-post-test comparison (n = 150; 96% completion? rate) was conducted during
20 public education sessions in local communities. The experiential education approach to
wildlife safety and coexistence communication had a significant positive effect on people’s
attitudes and significantly decreased their sense of fear toward coyotes. The program also
significantly decreased their sense of likelihood of incident and significantly increased their
sense of control over coming into contact with coyotes in their yard and in the park. Effective
experiential education programming helps ensure that appropriate messages are getting through
to the target audiences.



